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Introduction
The ScootAlive programme was introduced to Copenhagen Youth Project by Islington Council, they were aiming to facilitate this programme from various youth projects throughout Islington. The main aim of this programme was to promote safe and legal scooter riding as a means of prevention. However taking into account the current Scooter issue’s experienced in the Barnsbury and Caledonian wards CYP piloted this programme as both preventative and diversionary, whist increasing the age limit to 19.

The plan for the programme is to deliver workshops addressing drug awareness, scooter safety, bike mechanics and the work of the Fire Brigade. On completion of these workshops the young people will receive 2 full days featuring off road biking and the opportunity to complete their CBT motor bike test (only available to those young people who hold a provisional license).

The Programme 

Drug Awareness

17 Young people enrolled and attended the first workshop, this workshop was delivered by The Annex Drug Project, facilitated an excellent session using games and discussion to explore the different types of drugs this included looking at their names, descriptions and effects. 
Scooter Safety

Young people attended the Scooter Safety workshop facilitated by the Metropolitan traffic police, the session covered the following, riding equipment, road worthy vehicles, potential hazards and consequences of unsafe riding.  Again this workshop was very successful as the facilitator engaged the group through film and pictures in turn creating discussion and debate.

Moter bike Mechanics

Young people attended the motor bike mechanics facilitated by Spark Plug motor bike project.  This session covered the workings of the motor bike engine through to repairing basic mechanical issues. A well facilitated session where the group got their hands dirty exploring the bike and working on engine parts.
The Fire Brigade

Young people attended this session facilitated by the London Fire brigade, the session provided information on the Fire Brigades involvement in road traffic accidents where motor bikes were involved.  Through film footage and photographs the young people were given a close up of the level of damage caused by motor traffic accidents.
Bike Riding Days

Young people attended the bike riding session in Chipping Ongar.  This was an exciting and challenging day for the young people where different skills were learnt and improved upon. As the group included both young people who could ride and young people who could not ride the level of learning ranged from new riders to advanced riders learning new skills. 
Results

The numbers engaged through the Scoot-Alive programme were as follows:

Workshop


Numbers


ages (1 –16)

ages (16-19)
Drug Awareness 

13 young men 



5


8
Scooter Safety 

 11 Young men


3


8
The Fire Brigade 

 10 Young men


3


8
Motor Bike Mechanics 
 8 Young men



2


6
Riding  


 6 Young men



6
CBT 



 2 young men



2
Summary

All workshops were very successful mainly due to the excellent facilitators who provided a creative and flexible approach which suited this group.  6 of the 13 young people completed the programme which is just under the often predicted finishing number of 50%.  From the young people who completed 2 went on to take their CBT, the remaining 4 young people were awaiting their provisional driving license. 
Comments from young people
‘And I thought I knew about drugs’
‘You mean if I wear short on aped and crash I could lose that amount of skin’

‘How can he be so messed up from only going 30 miles an hour?’

‘I never thought messing about with engines could be so interesting’

‘In one day I’ve learnt to ride’

Stephen Griffith
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